
Spangles Rehearsal Criteria for Battle of the Choirs, Mechelen, Belgium April  2020 

This international contest will be a very different experience to what the chorus is used to, 
when competing at SABS. There are mixed A Cappella genres within the competition, and 
each competitor has 20 minutes on stage to perform a variety of repertoire that best 
represents them. 

Our submitted competition set list is: 

• Eres Tu 
• Brand new Shoes 
• Love me with All Of Your Heart 
• I Love You For Sentimental Reasons 
• Make Your Own Kind of Music 
• Something Inside So Strong 
• Pokare Kare Ana    (Time permitting) 

As you can see we have 6 or 7 songs, which presents us with a different challenge than 
we are used to in competition. However, there are no new songs here, and the chorus 
already performs these songs to a good sing out standard.  
I know, like me, you will all want to push the bar even higher, and achieve the best score 
that we can. 

To make sure that all of us competing at Belgium, can do our personal best, and the best 
for the chorus, whilst I don’t envisage a lot of extra rehearsals, (that carry with them a 
certain amount of stress that impacts on performance and can be counter productive,) we 
do however need to set some expectations out. That way we all know what’s expected of 
us. 

Our preparation in earnest will begin in January when we return to rehearsals after the 
Xmas break.  Between now and then, these are songs that are regularly sung in rehearsal, 
and will be sung during Xmas sing outs, so we can use this time to be sure we are ready 
to do the fine tuning after Xmas. Make sure that you are confident you are word and note 
perfect for January.  

We have 12 Thursday rehearsals between the 9th of Jan and contest time, and because 
we are singing simply our rep songs anyway, we will rehearse these songs as a matter of 
course at Thursday rehearsals. We will be continually assessing performance, as we go. 
Your section leaders, the performance team and of course myself will be giving you lots of 
feedback, and constructive comment so that we get to the best possible standard for the 
competition. There is no requirement for full members to provide recorded auditions 
for this competition. 

As we get closer to the competition it becomes more important that Thursday rehearsals 
are regularly attended. There are 3 Thursday rehearsals and one Friday rehearsal in 
March. If you are competing, you need at attend at least 3 of these rehearsals and in 
particular the last 2 rehearsals in March, being March Friday 20th and Thursday 26th. 

If you are unable to do this, because of commitments you already have, please speak to 
me as soon as possible, so that we can plan around this. If your diary is currently free for 
these dates, please don’t book anything new in.  



We plan to have a dress rehearsal on 20th March, so that we can take anything from from 
the dress rehearsal and work on it. 

Please ensure you put this date in your diary now, and commit to attending the 
dress rehearsal.  

At this time I don’t envisage the need for extra Saturday rehearsals, because I think we will 
be absolutely fine, but I am happy to do extra rehearsals if the chorus wants them, or if it 
becomes apparent that we need them. We can discuss this as we go along in our 
preparations. 

I am really excited about this opportunity, and I am sure this will be a happy and positive 
experience for us all. 

Wendy Grant 


